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One of the Best-Kept Secrets in Brooklyn? Greenpoint

The borough's northernmost neighborhood revels in its European heritage, grittiness and independent streak

g

The Gothic Revival church of 5t. Anthony-5t. Alphonsus on Manhattan Avenue opened in 1874 and features a 240-foot spire. The Roman
Catholic parish was established in 1856. PHOTO: PETER FOLEY FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
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What a difference the subway makes in Brooklyn. The L train has helped put the
Williamsburg and Bushwick neighborhoods on the fast track. But the G line hasn’t done

nearly as much to spur development just a bit farther north, in Greenpoint.

The low profile, however, is just fine with residents, who appreciate the community’s

independent streak, gritty industrialness and European heritage.

“Williamsburg is super cool and everyone in the world knows about it, but Greenpoint is
like its secret sister—it’s not the L train,” said Carey Larsen, an agent for the real-estate

brokerage Citi Habitats who has listings in both areas.

brokerage Citi Habitats who has listings in both areas.
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“It’s one of the last neighborhoods that has landmark essences,” said Anthony Piliaskas,

who lives a block from the East River in a carriage house he restored.

Not far from Mr. Piliaskas’s home is what used to be the Greenpoint Terminal Market, a
group of 19th-century warehouses that once housed a rope factory and the iron works

that built the USS Monitor, the Union Navy’s first ironclad warship.

In 2006, a 10-alarm fire destroyed most of the abandoned market complex. Today, the
gallery, studio and event space 67 West Brooklyn is leading a renewal of the area. Joshua

and Jack Guttman’s Pearl Realty Management developed Brooklyn Expo Center, a block

away at 72 Noble St., and plans to convert a warehouse at 60 West St. into a 155-room
hotel.

On West Street, Jack Guttman also is
converting a five story building into
condominiums, according to a permit
application, and the Rabksy Group is putting

up a six-story apartment building.

Farther north on West Street, a 39-story tower

The Greenpoint Terminal Market once housed
warehouses, but is now filling up with artists’
studios and small businesses. PHOTO: PETER
FOLEY FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

and the Gibraltar condominiums are both
under way. The tower will have more than 600
market-rate and affordable units. The condo
project broke ground last summer and nearly
half of the 14 units are already sold, said Steve
Ferguson of developer Saddle Rock Equities
LLC. One-bedroom apartments start at
$800,000 and two-bedrooms at $1.4 million.

The West Street projects are two blocks from
the 22-acre Greenpoint Landing development

under way along Newton Creek. Developed by

Park Tower Group, Greenpoint Landing will
have 5,500 market-rate and affordable rental
apartments in addition to retail shops. And,

One of the many street murals on display in
Greenpoint. PHOTO: PETER FOLEY FOR THE WALL
STREET JOURNAL

just a few blocks east is a site where a seven-

story rental building is being proposed, according to an application on file with the city.

Freelance writer Rachel Signer moved from the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood. She
looked in both Greenpoint and Bushwick, where she had friends, and found both
communities pricey. Greenpoint, though, won her over because, she said, “it’s quiet, has

some nice green space and a waterfront, and great Polish food.”

Greenpoint’s relative commercial affordability is attractive to independent merchants
such as Nick Longhi, co-founder of Dobbins Street Vintage Co-op, which offers an array of

furniture, clothing and housewares.

“Anything realistic was starting at $8,000 to $10,000 a month and the spaces weren’t as
nice,” Mr. Longhi said of the spaces in Williamsburg, adding he and his partners “liked the

industrial vibe” of Greenpoint.

Brownstones line Kent Street in Greenpoint. PHOTO: PETER FOLEY FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

With a 23,000-square-foot workspace called A/D/O set to open this summer a block away,

Mr. Longhi said it felt as if he was in a creative hub.

Geared toward design professionals, A/D/O also will house a startup accelerator, a design

shop and a restaurant.

“Greenpoint was an amazing choice not only because of the accelerated growth of the
design community, also its heritage of manufacturing and industry...It’s not just a
historical version of industry—it’s still a living industry,” said Nathan Pinsley, A/D/O’s

managing director

Schools: Greenpoint is in District 14 and has elementary, middle and high schools.
Elementary schools include P.S. 31 Samuel F. Dupont, P.S. 34 Oliver H. Perry, P.S. 84, the
Jose de Diego Magnet School for the Visual Arts and Sciences, P.S. 110 Monitor School, P.S.
132 the Conselyea School, P.S. 414 Brooklyn Arbor School. Options for middle-schools
students include J.H.S. 126 John Ericsson School, Middle School 577 and Conselyea
Preparatory School. High schools in the district include Automotive High School,
Brooklyn Preparatory High School, the High School Of Enterprise, Business &
Technology, Williamsburg High School for Architecture and Design and Williamsburg
Preparatory School. Parochial school options include the St. Stanislaus Kostka School.

Dining: Polish fare is found along Manhattan Avenue. West and Franklin streets are
home to restaurants that serve up all sorts of dishes, from French-Catalan at Cassette to
seafood at River Styx and Little Neck Outpost. The Brooklyn Barge Bar will open this
month, offering on-the-water casual dining.

Shopping: Manhattan and Franklin avenues
are lined with boutiques, such as Line & Label,
Home of the Brave, Violet Pepper and Budin.
Beacon’s Closet, whose flagship store moved
from Williamsburg, anchors the emerging

mini-district of vintage stores.

Transportation: The G train stops at Nassau

Children play on swings at the American
Playground in Greenpoint. PHOTO: PETER FOLEY
FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

and Greenpoint avenues. The East River ferry
—the terminal is at India Street—makes stops
at the East 34th Street ferry landing and Pier
11/Wall Street.

Parks: WNYC Transmitter Park has a waterfront esplanade, playgrounds, and a new pier.

Msgr. McGolrick Park also has playgrounds.

Arts: Greenpoint Open Studios showcases artwork. One weekend every spring, the group
encourages artists and designers to open their studios to the public; this year, 300 took
part in the tour. This weekend, Brooklyn Expo Center hosts the BKLYN DESIGNS fair,

now in its 13th year.

Corrections & Amplifications:

The Greenpoint Landing development will cover 22 acres and will have 5,500 market-rate
and affordable rental apartments. Also, L+M Development is joining Park Tower Group to
develop the first three affordable buildings. An earlier version of this article incorrectly
said L+M Development and Park Tower Group are developing the project and incorrectly
said the project is 10 acres and will have 5,000 apartments. (May 6, 2016)



